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WETLAND DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT 

MUTHA RIVER,  PUNE 

A CASE STUDY 

B Y 

I N  A S S O C I AT I O N  W I T H 



About  

Jeevitnadi ς Living River Foundation 

ΨJeevitnadiΩ started as an informal group of people passionate 
for River Conservation in 2014. In 2016, the group acquired 
the status of a non-profit section-8 company as ΨJeevitnadi- 
Living River CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩ. 
 
Since beginning, the mission of Jeevitnadi has been Revival of 
Rivers through public participation.  
 
Over the last 3-4-year span, Jeevitnadi has been playing 
instrumental role in changing the perception of common 
people towards the river and recreating the lost relationship of 
society and the rivers in Pune city. 

www.jeevitnadi.org 

 

https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?linkid=2006808&clcid=0x409
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LEARNING 

ÅHow a group of motivated 

citizens can bring about change 

ÅHow one can start small and 

make a big difference 

ÅHelp is always available, all we 

need to do is ASK   

WHO IS THIS FOR 

ÅAnybody and everybody wishing 

to do something for river 

ÅCitizens, citizen groups, 

students, NGOs, Corporates 

ÅGovernment agencies, 

Environment Departments, 

Education institutions 
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We believe that river restoration is not possible 

without active involvement of the citizens.  

With this belief, we launched ά!ŘƻǇǘ a River {ǘǊŜǘŎƘέ 

program in May 2017.  

Idea is to adopt a stretch of a stream or river nearby, 

look after it, work there regularly, keep it clean, 

prevent pollution, record biodiversity, implement 

conservation measures, watch it come alive. 

 

 

ABOUT  

ADOPT A RIVER STRETCH PROGRAM  
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PROJECTS UNDER  
PROGRAM 

( A S  O F  A U G U S T  2 0 1 8 ) 

 

4  s t r e t c h e s  o f  r i v e r  
M u t h a  

 

2  s t r e t c h e s  o f  r i v e r  
M u l a   

 

w i t h i n  P u n e  c i t y 
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ADOPT A RIVER STRETCH 
M u t h a  r i v e r ,  V i t t h a l w a d i ,  P u n e 

Through Ψ!ŘƻǇǘ a {ǘǊŜǘŎƘΩ project at Vitthalwadi, we have 

been getting closer to the river for more than a year now.  

First few months, it was nothing but cleaning! Overwhelming 

garbage of literally all possible kind was getting dumped in 

the river banks and river bed. So, could not think of anything 

else. But, once you make the river your own responsibility 

just like your home, cleaning will not be enough.  
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Back of our minds, we all knew that we need to 

do something more. It was important to change 

the urban perception towards the river.  

LǘΩǎ not a garbage dumping site but ƛǘΩǎ our native 

land, ƛǘΩǎ our place to recreate, ƛǘΩǎ our place to 

rejoice, ƛǘΩǎ our place to rejuvenate. 

  
ADOPT A RIVER STRETCH  
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M u t h a  r i v e r ,  V i t t h a l w a d i ,  P u n e 
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ADOPT A RIVER STRETCH 
M u t h a  r i v e r ,  V i t t h a l w a d i ,  P u n e 

With that motive, we started thinking how my river will be 

welcoming to all its citizen.  

We must celebrate our river 

We ideated and did άǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴέΣ άYƛǊǘŀƴ (traditional 

socio-devotional musical ŜǾŜƴǘύέ and other celebrations. 

With the same motive, we started looking at our adopted 

stretch more affectionately to understand its beauty and also 

its pain 
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Stretch is around 1 km, spanning over both sides of 

the temple known as Pundalik temple in Mutha 

riverbed, at Vitthawadi, Pune 

https://goo.gl/maps/8pgma48sweH2 

Vitthal temple is on the river bank which is around 

175 years old. This stretch represents all the 

stresses a river has in an urban landscape.  

 

ABOUT THE STRETCH 
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https://goo.gl/maps/8pgma48sweH2
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Two gomukh are present at the edge of the 

riverbed, which continuously discharge water.  

Gomukh is the structure looking like cow-head, 

usually made of stone through which water of a 

live spring/ stream flows. It is a traditional practice 

of stream conservation across India 

  
WETLAND DEVELOPMENT   
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B a c k g r o u n d 



GOMUKH AT THE 
EDGE OF THE 

RIVERBED 
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WETLAND DEVELOPMENT 
B a c k g r o u n d 

Water from this stream used to continuously feed to the river. 

In the decade of 2000-2010, various interventions happened in 
the riverbed. 

River was channelized. Sewage pipeline was laid along the 
river. 

Beautiful basaltic rock in the riverbed was blasted to make way 
for it. 

Those rocks were dumped in the riverbed. Over the years, silt 
carried by flood waters accumulated in them. A number of 
mounds are formed, blocking path of water to the river.  

There are many such marshy formations in the riverbed. 
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WETLAND 
DEVELOPMENT 

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  s u c h  
s t a g n a n t  p o o l s  i n  t h e  

r i v e r b e d . 

T h e y  s t i n k,  p r o v i d e  
b r e e d i n g  g r o u n d  t o  

m o s q u i t o s.   

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  p e o p l e  f i n d  
r i v e r  a n d  r i v e r b e d  

r e p u l s i v e 

B a c k g r o u n d 


